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New, Innovative Community for Nonprofits in Boston 
The Next Mile Project aims to reinvent the way nonprofits operate 

 

Boston, Mass. – June 27, 2013 – Co-working spaces for nonprofits and for-profits have recently been sprouting-up 

throughout the city. But, a co-working space dedicated solely to helping the development of nonprofits hasn’t been 

established, until now. 

 

The Next Mile Project, a 5,000 square foot space, housed by Dhar Law, LLP in their offices at 2 Atlantic Ave, is 

building an innovative and curated community for nonprofits to share, grow and accelerate the delivery of solutions 

to the world’s most significant challenges.   

 

Today a law firm and a coalition of nine nonprofits are working hand in hand to reinvent the way in which 

nonprofits operate. 

 

The only criterion for member organizations is that they are interested in joining the space to help propel the 

community as a whole, what Next Mile Project founder, Vilas Dhar, calls an experiment in social innovation.  

 

“We learned that for-profit companies were finding competitive advantages in industry-financed incubators, but 

nonprofits didn’t have access to the same resources, knowledge base or direct mentoring,” said Dhar. 

 

Nine nonprofits have joined the space over the past few months through word-of-mouth alone. Dhar said he has 

room for 15 organizations on Atlantic Ave and hopes the project will continue to expand by building a large virtual 

community of nonprofits learning from each other and working together. Initial talks around opening another co-

working space in New York are already going on.   

 

The workspace itself consists of communal tables for collaborative work, offices that hold two nonprofits each, an 

intern “den” or classroom where 17 interns from all of the organizations work and learn, and weekly brownbag 

lunches with discussions and presentations take place, as well as a conference room, supply room and kitchen. Dhar 

wanted a café-style, coffee shop atmosphere to promote further collaboration between organizations. 

 

But beyond the space – which many nonprofits have moved into after years of working from home – what sets the 

Next Mile Project apart is the development and operational assistance it gives members. 

 

The Next Mile Project provides nonprofits with pro bono legal and professional services, access to subject matter 

experts and a knowledge library of nonprofit resources and materials. 

 

The integral component of the model is knowledge sharing, allowing mature non-profits and startups alike to benefit 

from the community.  Nonprofits that have moved into the space this month have already started to see the benefits 

of working in this type of community.  

 

Raghu Appasani, founder and CEO of The MINDS Foundation – a member organization, has looked to more 

developed nonprofits in the space for advice.  
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“We are in a stage where we're trying to scale up a lot and many of these other organizations like, Last Mile Health, 

[a member organization] have already done that,” said Appasani. “It’s great to learn from them about what worked 

and what didn’t and that enables a faster growth trajectory. Sharing experiences and resources with organizations at 

all different stages allows all of us to have a much greater impact.” 

 

Boston has a rich history of startup incubators for high-tech software and bioengineering firms. Although other 

offices in Boston provide co-working space for nonprofits, this shared space is the first to provide nonprofits with 

services and development assistance that go beyond any other arrangement of this nature. 

 

“Technology startups used to be built in garages. Now they are built in a resource-rich environment where you can 

validate and vet the fundamentals very quickly,” said Dhar. “We want to build this model for social innovation in 

nonprofits.” 

 

Nonprofits who are part of the Next Mile Project now include:  

 

 Last Mile Health, known as Tiyatien Health in Liberia, an organization delivering health care to save the lives of 

women and children in last mile villages of Liberia. 

 Tanzanian Children’s Fund, an organization that provides support for the Rift Valley Children's Village and other 

community based programs that improve the lives of the marginalized children of Tanzania. 

 Gardens for Health International, an organization that works in Rwanda to provide lasting agricultural solutions to 

chronic childhood malnutrition. 

 Komera Project, a global leadership incubator, that works in rural Rwanda to assist girls who have the courage and 

desire to pursue secondary education, but lack the resources to do so. 

 Broad Street Maps, a group that equips grassroots health organizations with open-source mapping techniques to 

visualize and improve their services. 

 Wellbody Alliance, a community-based health nonprofit dedicated to building an equitable healthcare system for 

Sierra Leone’s poor. 

 The MINDS Foundation, a nonprofit that works in Gujarat, India, to alleviate suffering from mental health through a 

grassroots approach. 

 Peacetones, a nonprofit that empowers musicians in developing countries by teaching them how to create, protect and 

sell their music. 

 Haiti Cardiac Alliance, an organization working to scale up the availability of life-saving cardiac surgery to all 

Haitian children who need it. 

 

For more information about the Next Mile Project and member organizations, please contact 

michelle@dharlawllp.com , @nextmileproject or call 617-880-6155. 

 

About Dhar Law, LLP 

Dhar Law is a Boston-based business law and litigation firm with a core commitment to socially conscious business 

practices.  The firm is redesigning traditional models of legal services delivery by making premier legal talent available to 

clients, whether multinational corporation or startup non-profit, independent of financial capacity through unique pricing 

structure for services.  The firm’s team has an optimistic and inquisitive approach to solving problems that extends across their 

many practices areas and into community engagement.  To learn more about Dhar Law’s unparalleled commitment to its clients 

and community, visit http://www.dharlawllp.com/  
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