
GBCI helps eligible, legal permanent residents 
overcome barriers to naturalization. GBCI offers 
FREE clinics to complete a naturalization application.  
GBCI can also provide legal referrals and materials 
needed to obtain citizenship.

         Greater Boston Citizenship Initiative    75 State Street, 21st floor — Boston, MA  02109     617-694-5949

            (617) 428-0551 fax        info@gbcinitiative.org         www.gbcinitiative.org

BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES

 The right to vote

 Ability to bring family members to the U.S.

 Live in the U.S. permanently

 Get citizenship for children under 18 automatically

 Be eligible for government benefits

 Travel with a U.S. passport

 Never renew your green card again

 Be eligible for student financial aid

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE?
You must:

         1. Be 18 years of age.
         2. Be a Legal Permanent Resident for at least 5 years   
             (3 years, if married to a U.S. citizen).
         3. Live in the United States for at least 30 months     
             out of the last 5 years (18 months of the last 3   
 years, if married to a U.S. citizen).
         4. Live in the state where you are applying for   
             citizen ship for the least 3 months.
         5. Be able to read, write, and speak basic English.
         6. Know basic United States history and government.
         7. Have good moral character.
         8. Take an oath to United States and its Constitution.

WHAT TO BRING TO OUR WORKSHOPS:

 Green Card  

 Passport

 Social Security Card (optional)

 Two passport photos

 Money order in the amount of $680.00 
 (unless you receive a public benefit like 

Medicaid, SSI, TANF, EAEDC, 
Food Stamps or something similar)

 Marriage certificate (if married) with an 
 English translation

 Divorce certificate (if divorced) with an 
 English translation

 List of your employment for the past five 
             (5) years

 List of your address for the past five (5) years

 Date of all trips abroad since obtaining a 
             green card

DID YOU KNOW?

      1. Citizens earn more money. Citizens earn higher  
          wages and have lower poverty rates than Legal     
          Permanent Residents, regardless of age, gender 
          and ethnicity.  
      2. Citizens have tax benefits.  Citizens do not pay
          inheritance tax when their husband or wife  
          dies. Non-citizens pay 50% of their combined 
          net worth when a husband or wife dies.
      3. Legal permanent residents do not have the same  
          rights as citizens. Arrests are risky for Legal 
          Permanent Residents. Non-citizens can be     
          deported without ever being convicted of 
          a crime.

Questions?  Call 617-694-5949.  
Email info@gbcinitiative.org.  
Please visit our website www.gbcinitiative.org.


